REPORT 


OF THE SELECTMEN OF AMHERST, 


For the Year ending arch 4, 1850. 


__ Town of AMHERST in Account with the Selectmen—1849-50. 


CR. 
By balance in the Treasury - - - $60 96 
amount of Taxes assessed > - - $3732 81 
“© Tax on Railroad Shares - - 518 39 
“ Literary Fund - > - ° 55 68 
“© Money borrowed - > - - 380 00 
“« Money received on Notes - - - 172 47 
“ . do. “ for Stock, Produce, &c. sold from Pauper farm 297 76 
“« do. “  & support of County Paupers - 240 34 
«ya “ of Menagarie - - - 30 00 
te TS eae bounty on Siberian Lynx - "1 00 
‘ do. “ from friends of Sally Kendall - - 52 00 
“ do. “ as rent for Wheeler place - - 18 00 
$5559 Al 
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Town of AMHERST in Account with the Selectmen 1849-50. 


DR. 
Paid State Tax - - - 

“ County Tax - - - 
Non-resident Highway receipts - 


For Support of Schools. 
Paid District No. 1—S. Dow, 
“ “ 2—D. Hartshorn, - - 


« & & 3, Holt . ‘ . 


“ “ “ 4K. D. Clark . - 


“ « “ 5—A. Jaquith . - - 


“ és “ 6—J. M. Parker - - 


O67} he “ 7—William Noyes - - = - 
so adh “ 8-H. Moulton” - - - 


6 ¢“ “ 9—Asa McCluer~ - ae 


- “ “ 10—W. Read - - = - 
a Vs “ 11—B. Kidder - - 

- “ “ 12—L. Kendall - - - 
sé + “ 13—P. Carleton ~ - 
Union School District, - - - 
Josiah Thissell, . 3 . 
School House Taxes, ; - 


$352 80 


001 34 
68 76 
922 90 


$192 34 


226 56 
84 74 
68 96 
62 85 
51 37 


1201 93 


$2194 81 
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Expenses of Highways and Bridges. 


[Amount brought up - ‘ 


Paid David Steele on execution, 

Paid Land Damage—Rufus Convers 
&6 &“ Henry Jefts, 
6“ 6 KE. Convers and P. Carlton, 

Building Roads—J. Mace, 

Labor on Roads—Samuel Wilkins, 
“4 a John D. Brown, 

C. Melendy, 

J. Lovejoy, 

EF. Wyatt, 

Plank and labor on bridges, 

Paid for breaking Roads, 


“ec ce 
“ 66 
cc 6 


Miscellaneous Town Expenses. 


Paid Railroad Committee, 
H. D. Ferson, 
Mary Henchman, interest money, 
Teacher’s Institute, 
P. Dodge, 
D. Stewart, 
Israel Fuller, Jr. 
William Noyes, 
S. Damon, note and interest, 
C. C. Danforth, repairing grave yard fence, &c. 
EK. D. Boylston, adver’g and printing Reports 
D. F. Stevens, interest on notes, . . 
A. Lawrence, office rent, 
E. M. Holt, interest on note, 
L, N. Pattee, note and interest, 
C. Caldwell, cleaning Town Hall, 
J. Mace for surveying, 
J. F. Caldwell for gravel, 
Sundry small bills and abatements, 
-Abatement of taxes to Collector, 


Services of Town Officers. 


Paid J. C. Follansbee as Selectman & Town Treasurer 
Timothy Hartshorn, 
Foster Wyatt, 
Lemuel Bissell, Town Clerk, 
Nathan Dane, Collector, ; 
Superintending School Committee, 


$2124 81 


81-206 24 
89 


59-614 34 


00 
00 
00 
19 
00 
00-257 19 


$3731 26 
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Account of Expenses atthe Pauper Farm 
For the Year ending March 4, 1850. 


{Amount brought up 7 oF, - $3731 26 
Paid N. H. Insane Asylum for sup’t of iowa & co. paupers 196 20 
Town of Bow for support of J. Crooker, 113 41 
City of Manchester for support of E. Parker, 28 95 
Town of Londonderry for support of J. Nichols, 11 00 
Town of Orange, for Mrs. Colby, 28 71 
Susan Wheat for the support of S. Danforth, 7 00—885 27 
Edwin M. Holt, Superintendant, 275 00 
H. Waterman, labor on Farm, pinoge KOS ICL EY 
J. L. Kendall, labor on Farm, 3 00 
J. Knight, labor on buildings, 11 25 
James Lovejoy, labor on farm, 7 20 
J. Lovejoy, labor on farm, 5 50—416 95 
S. Eaton for spinning and weaving, 9 48 
G. Walker for Blacksmithing, 9 44 
G. Kinson, do. 5 12 
D. Russell, Shoe Bill, : 7 08 
J.O. David do. 4 26 
C, Eastman for lead pipe, 10 19 
L. Stiles, Shoe Bill, 5 10 
Steam Mill Co. for sawing, 4 10—-54 77 
G. Shattuck & Co. | 45 72 
Albert Hardy, 36 32 
D. A. Fletcher, 28 14 
J. C. Follansbee, meat bill, 40 58 
G. W. Moor, Doctor’s bill, 11 00 
Moses Boynton for Cow, 16 00 
Benjamin Hastings, do 25 00 
C. H. Atherton for pigs, 9 00 
William J. Weston for Hay, 30 34 
L. Towne, Hay and Boards, 18 63 
G. Shattuck & Co., Flour, &e. 18 00 
KE. W. Ballard, Tailor’s bill, 8 80 
E. Hardy for shingles, 13 50 
C. C. Danforth for digging graves, 5 50 
J. W. Duncklee, thrashing grain, 12 00 
J. Prince for making five ‘coffins, 12 00—330 48 
Sundry small bills, 49 05 
‘Overseers time and expenses settling pauper bills 
out of town, 25 12 


Services of Overseers of Poor. 
J. C. Follansbee, 4 50 
Timothy Hartshorn, 2 50 
Foster Wyatt, . 2 00—-83 17 


KOOL 90 


RECAPITULATION. 
Whole amount of Cr. $5559 41 
“ us Dr. 5001 90 
Balance in favor of the Town, $557 51 


AUDITOR’S REPORT. 


We have examined the foregoing Account, and find it properly vouch- 
ed and correctly cast. P. DODGE, ‘Kishin 
C. B. TUTTLE, : 


Invoice of Stock, Provision, &c. at Pauper Farm, March 4, 1850. 


1 Horse, $50 00 | 266 lbs Bacon, $26 26 
4 Oxen, 180 00 | 400 lbs Salt Pork, 40 00 
8 Cows, 200 00 | 260 Ibs Salt Beef, 16 90 
2 Heifers, 24 00 81 lbs Fresh Beef, 5 67 
26 Sheep, 70 00 80 lbs Butter, 14 40 
6 Shoats, 72 00 50 lbs Cheese, 3 50 
10 tons English Hay, 110 00 90 lbs Lard, 9 00 
Meadow Hay and Straw, 50 00 13 barrels Vinegar, 4 50 
12 bushels Beans, 15 00 4 barrels Soap, 16 00 
3 do Peas, 4 00 Wool and Pelts, 12 00 
50 do Rye, 50 00 24 yards Cloth, 24 00 
50 do Oats, 30. 00 19 do Frocking, 11 40 
160 do Corn, 160 00 17 yds Undressed Cloth, 8 50 
175 do Potatoes, 58 33 40 yds Sheeting, 2 80 
16 do- ‘Turnips, 4 00 1 pair Boots, 2 50 


Rec’d. by Superintendant for Stock, Produce, &c. sold from farm 297 76 


((7- The number of Paupers now on the Farm is 14; which is less 
than the average number the past year. Three are upwards of 85 ; five 
are under 85 and over 60. Five have died the past year; 3 males and 
2 females. There are two county paupers at present on the farm. 

Amount of Notes against the Town after deducting notes due, and the 
balance in the Treasury, Nine Hundred and Forty-one Dollars. 

Respectfully submitted, 


J.C. FOLLANSBEE, Selectmen 
TIMOTHY HARTSHORYN, '- of 
FOSTER WYATT, ) Amherst. 


REPORT 
Superintending School Committee 


OF 
AMHERST, N. H. 
/Brosented at the Chnnual Meeting, CHarch, 1950. 
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In previous reports, various subjects have been discussed, relative to 
parents, teachers, and committees. In the present one, we shall confine 
ourselves mostly to the studies and proficiency of our pupils. 

Reading. The art of reading stands first and foremost in an educa- 
tion. No one can make much advancement in any branch, without being 
able to read understandingly. In order to this, he must have a clear idea 
of the méaning of the words ; must know their composition and deriva- 
tion, and be able to apply correct emphasis and inflections. Pronuncia- 
tion, too, claims a careful attention. We often hear in the pulpit, gov- 
ernment pronounced govermunt; perhaps, praphs ; and the word and, 
an, &c. We also hear solemn hymns read as though they were selections 
from Mother Goose’s Melodies. The teacher should select for his class 
pieces that are adapted to their capacities, and should read them himself, 
and see that the above points be clearly understood. He should show 
them how to look out the words in the dictionary. Webster’s Unabridged 
Dictionary ought to be in every school-house, -and should be consulted 
by the teacher and large scholars in all doubtful cases. 

At the closing examination of one of our schools, a piece, selected by 
the teacher, for the occasion, was read by the class, but 1t was evident, by 
their tired and jaded appearance, they did not understand a sentence of 
it. ‘The piece was above their comprehension. Such a course puts a 
damper upon the mind, and is attended with no good results. So far as 
a judicious selection of subjects and simplicity of rules are concerned, 
Mr. Town has surpassed Mr. Russell. One paragraph, well read and 
digested, is of more value than a whole book read in the usual way. We 
have urged the importance of this branch, and our teachers, who knew 
how and were not afraid to read, have done it justice, to the great good 
of the schools. We have a large number of excellent readers. 

Letter Writing. This branch, where rightly conducted, has done more 
for genuineness of scholarship, and has been of more practical utility, 
than any other pursued by our large scholars the last year. Many look 
upon it as of little or no consequence. But it seems to us far otherwise. 
In the first place, they learn to compose or arrange their ideas. Many 
ef us recollect how hard it was to write the first composition. Letter 
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writing is the simplest form of composition. It is generally of a descrip- 
tive character. Any one can readily put upon paper a description of 
a school, school-room, or a landscape, or some story that they had heard, 
that could not write a treatise on the human mind or theology. They 
learn here practical grammar to the best advantage. ‘They also learn 
penmanship, spelling, punctuation, and the use of capital letters. It was 
the design of the committee to have all the productions corrected by the 
teacher and then re-written. The criticisms of competent teachers are 
invaluable. In two of our schools they came to us without corrections. 
Had we been the teachers, we should have been ashamed of them. Four 
or five came wrong side up on opening; some were on a half sheet of 
foolscap, and nearly all had wrong pointing. The other schools have 
succeeded admirably. 


Grammar. In this branch, teachers are sadly deficient. We should 
judge that some of them had never been beyond the verbs. Perfect fa- 
miliarity with the whole grammar is indispensable for a good grammarian. 
We have heard teachers make use of such phrases as these: had ought, 
I done, I was settin’ in the settin’ room—for ought, I did, I was sitting in 
the sitting room. We have urged this branch also, and many of our 
scholars sustained much better examination at the close, than their teach- 
ers at the commencement. Grammar on the whole is improving. 


Arithmetic. In this department Black-boards have been of essential 
service. Most of the larger pupils can give a good explanation of the 
general principles. In Colburn, teachers are too much in the habit of 
helping the pupil at the different steps. We like to hear clear and full 
recitations without any such aid. Here also there has been decided 
advancement. 


Geography. We are indebted to map drawing and outline maps, for 
improvement. The latter should be in every school. 


Physiology. ‘This is much like the mechanic’s perpetual motion, fail- 
ing in one essential point—t will not go. 


SELECT SCHOOL, 


We have ascertained that there is a sufficient number in town fora 
fall session. Thirty, at the usual rates, would defray the expense. It 
would be a benefit in a pecuniary point of view ; for many could go that 
otherwise could not. It would be a great privilege for parents to have 
their children under their supervision. We could manufacture our teach- 
ers—teachers that would be acquainted with our books and methods of 
instruction. We should not then be obliged to import an inferior article 
from the British Dominions or California. Some of our most successful 
teachers are from this place and taught in their own districts. We could 
select twenty scholars in this town that would make efficient teachers, 
after attending a fall term and the Institute one session. Something must 
be done to prevent so many failures. At the proper time pass around a 
paper, and you will readily get the requisite number. Secure a teacher 
anda house. We presume Mr. Sawyer and either of the school houses 
could be had. All this can be done without any “Resolves” or “By Laws.” 
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District No. 1. Summer Term. Miss D. J. Stevens, Teacher. 
Length of term, 20 weeks. Whole number of pupils, 50—females, 30 ; 
males, 20; average attendance, 35. Wages of teacher per month, $12. 
This was a superior school. 

Winter Term. Mr. Elijah C. Stevens of Bedford, Teacher. O* 


District No. 2. Summer Term. Miss A. B. Putnam was Teacher 
of the First Division. Length, twelve weeks. Number, 50. Wages, $8. 

Miss Augusta L. Cleaves, Teacher of the Second Division, Length 
12 weeks. Number, 40—females, 21; males, 19; average, 36. Wages 
$6. Both of these teachers failed in government. 

Winter Term. Mr. H. E. Sawyer, Teacher. Length, twelve weeks. 
Number 58—females, 21 ; males, 37; average, 45. Wages, $22. 

Miss M. A. Carter, Teacher. Length, twelve weeks. Number, 40— 
females, 22; males, 18; average, 32. Wages, $9. 

These were the best conducted and most profitable schools we have 
known in this District. 


District No. 3. Summer Term. Miss M. A. Carter, Teacher. 
Length, ten weeks. Number, 18—females, 9 ; males, 9 ; average, 12. 
Wages, $7. 

Winter Term. Mr. D. C. Hill, Teacher. Length, twelve weeks. 
Number, 24—females, 11 ; males, 13 ; average, 17. Wages, $15 50. 

This schoo] made some improvement. 


District No. 4. Summer Term. Miss L. M. Sawtelle, Teacher. 
Length, eleven weeks. Number, 22—females, 13; males, 9; average, 17. 
Wages, $7. Miss Sawtelle taught well. 

Winter Term. Mr. Clark Hopkins, Teacher. Length, eight weeks. 
Number, 33—females, 14; males,19; average, 30. Wages, $19. Mr. 
Hopkins is the Sampson of schoolmasters. As evidence of his success, 
the school was lengthened four weeks by subscription. 


District No. 5. Summer Term. Miss Martha Ober, Teacher. 
Length, ten weeks. Number, 27—females, 14 ; males, 13; average, 22. 
Wages, $8. A good school. 

Winter Term. Miss Hardy of Hollis, Teacher. O* 


District No. 6. Summer Term. Miss Ann R. Riddle, Teacher. 
Length, ten weeks. Number 30. Wages, $7. She sustained her 
previous reputation. 

Winter Term. . Miss Martha Ober, Teacher. Length, eight weeks. 
Number 31—females, 15 ; males, 16 ; average, 25. Wages, $12. The 
closing examination was excellent. 


District No. 7. Summer Term. Miss Louisa "Bigelow, Teacher. 
Length, twelve weeks. Number, 39—females, 22; males 17 ; average, 28. 
Wages $6. 

Winter Term. Mr. Daniel Barnard, Teacher. Length, eleven weeks. 
Number, 52—females, 24 ; males 28 ; average, 42. Wages, $20. 

Both were efficient teachers. 


District No. 8. Summer Term. Miss N. J. Parker, Teacher.— 
Length, eight weeks. Number, 30—females, 19 ; males, 11 ; average, 28. 
Wages, $8. 

Winter Term. Mr. Hiram Davenport, Teacher. Length, eight weeks. 
Number, 41—femalés 19 ; males, 22 ; average, 37. Wages, $16. 

Had the teachers been more energetic, the schools would have been 
more profitable. 
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District No.9. Summer Term. Miss Clara M. Dodge, Teacher. 
Length, eight weeks. Number, 23—females, 12; males, 11 ; average, 18. 
Wages, $5 50. 

Winter Term, Mr. S. M. Moore, Teacher. Length, ten weeks. 
Number, 30—females, 11 ; males, 19 ; average, 28. Wages, $17 00. 

The schools made commendable improvement. 


District No.10. Summer Term. Miss Coburn of Hollis, Teacher. O* 

Winter Term. Miss L. A. Rogers, Teacher. Length, fourteen weeks. 
Number, 24—females, 13: males, 11 ; average, 18. Wages, $8. The 
pupils that were regular in their attendance, learned well. A complaint 
was entered against a lad by the name of Jenison, and he was forthwith 
expelled. Two other lads left the school, guilty of a misdemeanor, too 
disgraceful for a school report. The affair, we believe is undergoing a 
legal investigation. All we have to say is, “They are worthy sons of an 
illustrious father.” 

*This character means no report handed in, no closing examination, and in 
the two first instances, schools nearly worthless. 


In concluding this, the last report from us, we will say, that our schools 
require no “moonstruck” —dead teachers; but, on the contrary, those 
that are energetic, clearheaded and thinking—in whose breasts, enters no 
other earthly /ove than the love for the good of their schools. Our Pru- 
dential Committees pay well and have exerted themselves to secure, at an 
early period, the best the region affords. In two or three instances the 
teachers failed to fulfill their engagements, and others that were never 
designed for the office, had to supply their places. 

To the pupils we will say, you will live in an age of education. It 
will become every one of you to have learning sufficient to teach a Dis- 
trict School. Let your aim be high. -‘He aims,” says one, “too low, that 
aims beneath the stars.” Form in the morning of life, while your minds 
are yet tender and susceptible to good impressions; form, we say, correct 
habits. Be temperate, be honest ; let no unfair dealing or mean action 
be laid to your charge. Never select for your companions those of a bad 
character ; never frequent places of a bad name. Form habits of indus- 
try, form habits of study. Those of you, who to our certain knowledge, 
are obliged to remain at home for the want of proper raiment to protect 
you against the inclemency of the season, should seize every opportunity 
to store your minds with useful knowledge. Educate yourselves, and 
the world will have a place for youand do you justice. Many, from rags 
and the light of the blazing knot, have acquired the highest honors 
of their country. 

To Parents we would say, second the endeavors of your children. 
Train them to habits of punctuality. Supply them with suitable means 
of instruction. Do not stay at home, growling like a “stirred up hyena,” 
saying your “children a’int teached as they ought to be teached,” but be 
present at the examination, and you will then be able to judge of the 
faithfulness of your teachers, and the progress of your children. Educate 
your children and you will leave behind you a posterity that will call you 


iblessed. 
G. W. MOOR, Superintending 
JOSEPH MACE, { School Committee. 


